A HISTORY OF POLAND

that the Congress had provided some measure of au-
tonomy for all the Polish nation. He plainly indicated as
much in a letter he addressed to the Senate at Warsaw.
" The Kingdom of Poland," he wrote, " will be united
with. Russia by the bond of its own Constitution. If
the great interests of general tranquillity have not per-
mitted the union of all the Poles under the same sceptre,
I have at least endeavoured to alleviate as much as possible
the pain of separation, and to obtain for them everywhere
the peaceful enjoyment of their nationality."

In the same sense the treaty was interpreted by the
King of Prussia, whose proclamation to the people of
Posen ran as follows: " Inhabitants of the Grand Duchy
of Posen, you are incorporated with my monarchy, but
without being obliged to renounce your nationality.
You will participate in the Constitution which I intend
to give to my faithful subjects, and you will have a
provincial Constitution like the other provinces of my
kingdom. Your religion shall be maintained. Your
personal rights and your property shall remain under
the protection of the laws upon which you will also be
called upon in future to deliberate. Your language shall
be used with the German in all public transactions, and
every one of you, according to his abilities, shall be
eligible to public appointment in the Grand Duchy and
to all the offices and dignities in my kingdom."

266